
Handling the American Flag 

The display of our American Flag is governed by law to ensure that it will be 

treated with the respect due the flag of a great nation.   Public Law 829, 

enacted by the 77th Congress on June 14, 1923, set forth rules for the display 

and care of the Stars and Stripes, and prescribes penalties for violations.   

 

• The American Flag should be placed in the center, and higher, when 

displayed with a group of state, local or organizational flags flown from 

staffs.  It may also be positioned to the right of other flags (if you were 

to hold the flag while facing your audience, your right side would be the 

flag’s own right).   

• When flown form a staff on a speakers’ platform, the flag should be 

placed on the speaker’s right.  If placed elsewhere than on the platform, 

it should be to the right of the audience as they face the platform.  

• The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered slowly with dignity.  

• The flag should never be allowed to touch anything beneath it, nor 

should it ever be carried float or horizontally-always aloft and free.  

• Never use the flag as a cover or place anything on top of it.  

• No disrespect of any kind should be shown to the flag of the United 

States.  It should be kept clean.  

• The flag, when carried in a procession with other flags should be either 

on the marching right or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the 

center of that line.   

• When you display the flag on a wall or in a window where people see it 

from the street, it should be displayed flat with the blue part at the top 

and on the flag’s own right (which is the observer’s left).  

• When a flag gets old and is too worn to use, do not throw it in the trash.  

It should be destroyed. (McAuliffe’s in Marysville has an outside 

disposal for old flags).  

• When displayed after dark, the flag should be illuminated.    

 

 


